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Housing Diaspora: 
Scattered lnfill for Little Haiti, Miami City, Florida 

MARILYS R,  NEPOMECHIE 
MARTA CANAVES 

Florida International University 

FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL ITNIVERSITY 

This is a propo.al for affordable. aingle-farnil! re.idential infill 
deiigncd ior s( attered elnpt) lots throughout the Little Haiti 
rieighborliootl oi Iliami. Flo~ida. It is an entrj to an internation- 
al d e i i p  tornpetition directrd h j  the Little Haiti Housing 
is so cia ti or^ of llianli (LHH-1). The d e ~ i p  wlutiori g r m s  out of 
context~~al  and cultural studies -of the Diaspord Caribbean 
t on~rnun i t~  that currentl\ reiidec in this neighborl~ood. and of 
the plqsical built forrn that drfinea the plate the! ha le  
inherited: IIiami's Little Haiti is a neighborhood %hope 
resideritidl and urhan fabric I\ err principall! t onstructed 
bet\+een 1920-1960. Inhabited b~ a series of sequential 
constituentiei, it llai suEered from Fears oi neglect and 
disrepair. 

The project ha. distinct urban aipirations. 111 response to 
t ultural cues. it cliallengei local zoning lax+. redetining the 
residual open spate of traditional suburban de~elopment -as 
\,ell a> the nleclianisrns that typicall! distinguish betueen the 
pubic and prilate realms of suhurban domestic lac. For this 
communitj of unique culture. the house defines a neu. subtle 
range of indoor and outdoor PpaLei. -1 mutable armature 
designed for appropriation and interpretation. the residence is 
( omprised of two independent structures x+ith identical foot- 

printi hut distinct cliaracter. These f l d i  an o u t d o ~ r  gar- 
den/liI ing room that respolidc to c~ltllrdl needs. \\ hile t ollect- 
ing the open space that. in nmit suhurban de~elopment. 
reniaini undefined. The structures can lw built either simulta- 
neousl! or sequentiall~. as future residents' finances and 
preference\ a l l o ~  : 

Rased on the Haitian peristjle of 1 oodoo ritual. the front 
portion of the house is a wood frame porch/scrim of shuttered. 
sern-enclo.ed and open spaces that can include a carport. This 
part oi the houqe addresses and define, the street. identifvirig it 
as the locus oi c~ornmuriit~ interaction. The perist>le is both 
threshold and I eil for the p r i~a te  life it obscures arid releals. It 
can he h i l t  either as a single-ator! or a t~ko-ston; structure uith 
upper l e ~  el sleeping porch. 

Residence: 

The rear lolume in the enw~nble  con~pribes the principal lixing 
space5 of the house. rendering the garden room that separates it 
from the peristjle. an integral part of the home. Tppologicallj - 
and like the perist>le - the residence is a variation on the 
dogtrot house of the Caribbean region and the American 
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menlor7 t 4  01 en through gardens and domestic scene-. .Artists 
use simple iorrns and hold color to e~olre  rernernbered agrarian 
panorarnas. Unique plates of personal and cultural expresiion 
that allot\ residents to retisit physical and cultural landic apes 
of the honieland left behind. the garden. proposed for the 
outdoor room of thi:, house are intended to extend binding ties 
l,et~\een the communitie. of Haiti and RIiami. 

The house was de:,ignrd to occup! either singular infill h e .  or 
ioritiguoui loti in the Little Haiti neighhorliood of Miami. 
SIjace. identified b\ LHH-l and slated for construction include 

A - 
GROUND F L O O R 3  
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a r~arrvu through-lot ( ondition that is repeated t l~roughout the  
cit7. This urban configuration denlands that each of the tmo 
structures that define the houie effectitel! function as a 
building "front'. it< facade a ceremonial signiiier of entr!. 
Idditionalh. the narro- width of each lot suggests that the 
hou:,es he built in a zrro-lot configuration. In turn, the Haitian 
traditions of outdoor liting and exten& e social interaction also 
~uggest  that the garden rooms of c~ontipou:, houses might 
aggregate across loti in mall or park-lilw fashion. The  reiulting 
wmi-puhlit space transforms the morpholop of t h i ~  historic 
hliarni neighborhood in rpsponse to the needs of a Diaspora 
tommunit! that has made it it. oun.  
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